Mr. Egenrieder's Advanced Animal Science Class





NAME __________________________________

Animal Care and Handling Reference Sheet


RODENTS (Order Rodentia)
	Animal
	Bedding
	Food
	Lifting / Carrying
	Notes

	Mice
	Pine Shavings
	Rodent Chow
	By base of tail; in hand, on arm (supported)
	Secure cage clips and latches. 
Pinky =  newborn;  

Fuzzy = eyes closed, hair;  
Hopper = eyes open, not adult

	Rats


	Pine Shavings
	Rodent Chow
	By base of tail or by body (if tame).  Carry in hand, on chest,or arm with support.
	Mothers are protective and may bite (pick up by base of tail).  Will bite fingers poked in cage.

	Hamster
	Pine Shavings
	Rodent Chow
	Make sure it's awake!  Corral into hands.  Rub hands in bedding first.
	Hamsters startle easily so make sure they are awake.  They often bite when startled.

	Gerbil
	Pine Shavings
	Rodent Chow
	Do not handle tail (it tears easily!).  Support in hand.
	Their escape mechanism is to lose their tail.

	Spiny mice
	Pine Shavings
	Rodent Chow
	Do not handle tail (it will tear off easily!).  Corral into hands and support.
	More high-strung than lab mice - handle carefully.

	Guinea pig
	Pine Shavings
	Guinea Pig chow and hay
	Put hand under chest and support feet.  Rest on arm or against chest.
	Food looks like Rabbit Chow but has vitamin C added.  Strict diet.

	Chinchilla
	Pine Shavings
	Chinchilla chow and hay
	Put hand under chest and support feet.  Rest on arm or against chest.
	Very fast and wiggly, don’t squeeze; Do not grab tail!  Dust baths.

	Prairie dog
	Pine Shavings
	Rabbit chow and hay
	Put hand under chest and support feet.  Rest on arm or against chest.
	"Moody" at times and may not want to be lifted.  May be difficult to get back into cage.


INSECTIVORES (Order Insectivora)

	Animal
	Bedding
	Food
	Lifting / Carrying
	Notes

	Hedgehog
	Pine Shavings
	Dry cat food
	Use gloved hand  underneath animal and one above.
	Trying to tame, use gloves for now.  Handle with care and try not to frighten it.  Rolls into a ball when frightened.


MARSUPIALS (Order Marsupialia)
	Animal
	Bedding
	Food
	Lifting / Carrying
	Notes

	Sugar Glider
	Pine Shavings
	Fruit,-nut-seed mix, dry cat food, nectar and reptile vitamins, fruit.
	Not yet tame.  Please do not open cage.
	Very high strung (stress and scare easily).  Very painful bite.


EVEN-TOED UNGULATES (Artiodactyls)

	Animal
	Bedding
	Food
	Lifting / Carrying
	Notes

	Goats
	Pine Shavings (inside) - outside most days
	Hay; Goat Chow
	One arm in front of chest and one arm under rump (lift with your legs); Hold with weight lying on your chest.
	Rarely needs to be picked up. CB (white) is their mother.  Stormy is gray.  Tucker can be a bully to other goats, but is okay with people.  

	Sheep
	Pine Shavings (inside) - outside most days
	Hay; Goat Chow
	Same as goats.
	Kazi is skiddish and runs wildly if scared.  May step on chickens if underfoot.


RABBITS (Order Lagomorpha) 
	Animal
	Bedding
	Food
	Lifting / Carrying
	Notes

	Rabbits 
	Newspaper or
Pine Shavings
	Rabbit chow; hay; carrots or apples
	Scruff to get glose then put hand under chest and support hind legs.  Rest aginst chest and hold hind legs.
	Make their own vitamin C.  Keep rabbits separated - they will fight.  Do not allow to kick (broken back)!  Place in cage backwards.




CARNIVORES (Order Carnivora)
	Animal
	Bedding
	Food
	Lifting / Carrying
	Notes

	Dogs - Spaten and Dunkel
	Mr. E's Office
	Not fed here.  Dry dog food and dog biscuits  only.
	One arm in front of chest and one arm under rump (lift with your legs); Hold with weight lying on your chest.
	See separate sheet for Spaten and Dunkel. Always on a leash if not in the office.  Strict exercise area.  You must be in control.

	Dogs - Nikki and Cody
	Jenny and Mr. Lockkart's office
	Not fed here.  Dog biscuits and dry dog food only.
	One arm in front of chest and one arm under rump (lift with your legs); Hold with weight lying on your chest.
	Always on a leash if not in the office.  Strict exercise area.  You must be in control.  Keep away from other animals.  

	Cats - Nikki and Buster
	Classroom and lab areas
	Cat food; diet cat food; tartar treats
	One hand under chest and other under hind end.  Rest against chest.
	Buster (male) is on a diet but will eat any food left out.  He is destructive and will kill and knock over cages.  Kept in classroom overnight.

	Ferret 
	Pine Shavings 
	Dry cat food, ferret chow & linatone.  Take food from ferret containers.
	Hand under chest and hind end.
	All ferrets are fierce predators.  Wash after handling.  Kira and Smokey have cancer.  Dash bites and licking will ususally precede a bite.


LIZARDS and SNAKES (Order Squamata)
	Animal
	Bedding
	Food
	Lifting / Carrying
	Notes

	Snakes
	Astroturf
	Live rodents (mice, rats and gerbils)
	Hand near front end but not to close to head, and other hand  at two-thirds  of body length..  Allow it to wrap around your arm/chest, etc.
	None venemous. All are tame and the 2 rainbow boas are high strung. Don't "wear" it without paying attention.  Wash hands if you have handled rrodents, ferrets or other snakes.  Check with Jenny before lifting (shedding, vomiting, ready to evacuate).

	Leopard Geckos
	Critter Litter & crushed walnut shells.
	Vitamin covered insects or pinkies
	One hand under body, and one above to contain it.
	Regular and high yellows.  Filter floss for eggs - don't touch eggs - report to Jenny. Soft and sticky eggs.

	Day Geckos
	Critter Litter
	Vitamin covered insects; nectar
	Never pick up due to damage to toe pads and skin.  Too quick to handle.
	Very fast and fragile.  Secure cage.  Check water drip system.  Do not touch eggs and report to Jenny.

	Iguanas
	Wood chips or  newspaper
	NutraGrow; Fruits and veggies and reptile vitamin.
	One hand underneath and one above when holding or carrying.  Unhook toes before picking up.
	Use red gloves for "climbers".  They will wiggle & scratch until they feel secure.  Tail whipping is a form of defense.

	Chameleon
	Astroturf
	Vitamin covered crickets, insects or pinkies.
	One hand under body.  Allow it to grasp fingers with tail or feet but keep supporting it.  Unhook tail and toes before picking up.
	Eyes can move in different directions.  Prehensile tail and uniques feet.  They have a long sticky tongue and can be hand fed.

	Water Dragon
	Astroturf
	Small "fuzzy mice" and occasionally crickets.
	One hand underneath and one hand above.
	Ususally calm.  He has an injury to the snout.

	Bearded Dragons
	Critter Litter
	Small and adult mice, veggies (greens) and reptile vitamins.
	One hand underneath and one hand above.
	They are fairly calm but do have sharp nails.  Aggressive towards other lizards, especially iguanas.


TURTLES (Order Testudines)

	Animal
	Bedding
	Food
	Lifting / Carrying
	Notes

	Box Turtle
	Wood chips or newspaper
	Fruits, veggies, mealworms, wet cat food and reptile vitamins.
	One hand on either side of the shell.
	Do not flip for extended periods because it hampers breathing.  They will bury themselves in the wood chips.

	Musk Turtle
	Water, rocks (or stage), branch
	Pellets
	One hand on either side of the shell.
	Do not hold upside down.  They have sharp claws.

	Diamond Back Terrapin
	Water, rocks (or stage), branch
	Pellets and vitamin covered pinkies
	One hand on either side of the shell.
	Terrapin will bite fingers and have sharp claws.  Place in specially marked containers. 


FROGS and TOADS (Order Anura)

	Animal
	Bedding
	Food
	Lifting / Carrying
	Notes

	Fire-Belly Toads
	Water and rocks
	Insects with vitamins (usually crickets)
	Use a net!  Carry in specially marked containers.
	Very fragile.  Toads will absorb toxins (e.g. soap, disinfectants) from your skin.  

	Ornate Horned Frogs
	Astroturf, water, moss and vegetation
	Crickets with vitamins & fuzzy mice
	One hand on either side of the body.
	Wash hands with dechlorinated "frog water".  Prevent jumping.  They may urinate when scared.

	White's Treefrogs
	Wood chips, water, branches, moss and vegetation


	Crickets with vitamins & pinky mice
	One hand underneath and one above to prevent the animal from jumping.
	Wash hands with declorinated "frog water".  Preevent jumping.


BIRDS - DOVES, CHICKENS, PARROTS, and PARAKEETS, 

(Orders Columbiformes, Galliformes, and Psittaciformes) 

	Animal
	Bedding
	Food
	Lifting / Carrying
	Notes

	Dove
	Newspaper
	Chicken mash
	Will perch on hand.  Gently prevent flapping with the the other hand.
	Wings are clipped occasionly.  Watch Buster while moving.  Prevent gliding to the ground (danger from the cat).

	Chicken
	Pine shavings, outside (nice days)
	Chicken mash (in abundance); mealworm treats
	Place hands on either side of body to secure wings.
	After a brief chase will relax when caught.

	Parakeets or Budgies
	Newspaper
	Seed pellets; fruits and veggies
	Tame birds climb onto perch-move slowly to prevent flapping.  Drape cloth over tame birds to secure wings.
	Fruit & vegies every other day (every day if eggs or young are present).  No birds leave bird room, no other animals are allowed to enter.

	Cockatiels
	Newspaper
	Seed pellets; fruits and veggies
	Same as Parakeets or Budgies.
	All bird cages are cleaned on Fridays.

	Cockatoo
	Newspaper
	Cockatoo pellets, treat mix, veggies & vitamins.
	Same as Parakeets or Budgies.
	Don't poke fingers through cage, open to pet.  May bite and will destroy all jewerly, watches, etc.  Secure cage!

	Ringneck parrots
	Newspaper
	Same as budgies
	Same as Parakeets or Budgies.
	Same as Parakeets and Budgies.  Not tame.

	Lovebirds
	Newspaper
	Same as budgies
	Same as Parakeets and Budgies.
	Same as Parakeets or Budgies.  Green female aggressively protects the nest & babies.  See Jenny about moving them.


ARTHROPODS - SPIDERS and INSECTS (Orders Aranae, Orthoptera, and Coleoptera)
	Animal
	Bedding
	Food
	Lifting / Carrying
	Notes

	Tarantulas
	Critter Litter
	Crickets or pinkies.
	Place hand flat on cage bottom and gently herd with other hand.
	You are not required to touch the tarantula.  They are fast moving and climb glass.  Do not remove from the tank (too fragile).

	Crickets
	Critter Litter
	Puppy chow.
	Use tweezers or fingers.  Carry in container.
	Ususally dusted before used as food.  Secure cage.

	Mealworms
	Bran
	Bran, sliced apples
	Use tweezers or fingers.  Carry in palm or container.
	Usually dusted before used as food.


FISH

	Animal
	Bedding
	Food
	Lifting / Carrying
	Notes

	Fish (all)
	Water 
	Fish flakes and fish treats
	Lifted in a net and carried a container.
	Not normally removed from tank.
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